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Lake ManitouEcology
Area Lakes Founding 
	 Forrest Cummings was from the area and was an 
avid hunter, fisherman and conservationist. He resided at 1935 
W. Garrison Rd. where he operated a fox and mink ranch for 
45 years and he was the inspiration and builder of what are 
collectively known as Cummings Lakes, (Bambi, Eve, Mirror), 
which are on the south side of Garrison road. 

	 Forrest’s sister Mildred married Murl Duffey and in 
1946 the Duffy’s moved to the address of 1990 W. Garrison 
road, across the street from the Cummings. Murl had an 
abiding affinity for Native American culture and for many years 
a life size totem pole stood outside of their home. The Duffy’s 
two children, Judy, (who resides on W. Manitou Dr., now Judy 
Marsh) and Marilyn, (deceased) grew up spending many hours 
exploring and playing in the area which was mostly hills and a 
marshy valley. Over the years the two girls garnered a 
collection of Native American arrow heads found in this area. 
Meanwhile, Murl was planning on developing the marshy 
valley into Lake Manitou with residential home sites. With 
financial backing finally in place, Lake Manitou  went from the 
drawing board to the beginning of becoming an impoundment 
lake in 1959. 

	 The first home sites were at the streets of Sunset, 
Lake Court and Ojibwa Trail. While Ojibwa Trail was being 
excavated, 12 year old Judy came upon a human jaw bone, 
skull, arm bone and a copper bracelet. Several dog bones 
were also found. The human remains were identified as that of 
a young Native American girl. It is believed that the young 
girls’ dog was sacrificed and buried with her so as to protect 
her on her journey into the afterlife. “The earth herself 
nourishes life; but she is also the burial ground of the dead.” 
Unknown Native American. 

The human remains were later reburied at an undisclosed 
location.

       


Lake eco tour 
	 As the newest Association  Board member, I 
requested a eco-tour of the lake from Fred Farkas. On 
Wednesday, August 14, 2019,  he hosted my 2 daughters and 
me on a "working" eco tour of the Lake.   We were on the 
water for over an hour as he explained   features of the lake, 
the flow of water into the lake and how the spillway operates.  
  My daughters assisted him in testing  water clarity, 
phosphorus, dissolved oxygen and temperature  at various 
depths and collecting algae samples from the lake.  

	 The work continued at the Farkas basement kitchen 
lab where Fred showed them how to prepare the samples they 
took and send in for testing. I did not know that our Lake 
Association participates in a volunteer State of Michigan 
program called  Cooperative Lakes Monitoring Program 
(CLMP).   The data collected by my daughters will 
be analyzed and put into report form specifically for our lake 
by the Great Lakes Commission. Lake Manitou has 
participated in this program for several years and the reports 
can be found on our website under Lake/Water or at: https://
micorps.net/wp-content/uploads/sites/63/2019/03/CLMP-
Manitou-Shiawassee-780233.pdf 

The purpose of the program is to create factual long term data 
collection that is helpful in determining the lakes overall water 
quality, trends or changes in water quality over time and as a 
tool for current and future lake water management.

Additionally, aquatic plant surveys are regularly conducted to 
monitor the types, density and locations as diversity in aquatic 
plants is an indicator of a healthier lake. These surveys are 
also utilized to direct lake water chemical treatments for 
control of invasive plants such as Eurasian Milfoil, Curly Leaf 
and algae. A shoreline invasive plant (Purple Loosestrife) is 
removed each season. Eleven plants were manually removed 
this year. 

	 Over the past few years algae have been collected 
and analyzed to assure that we are safe from toxin producing 
algae species. We also test for E. coli levels within our lake as 
well as lake water inlets to Lake Manitou as high levels are 
harmful to the health of humans and pets. 

	 From the Association's lake and watershed study by 
Kieser & Associates (2017-2018) and our own continued water 
quality monitoring of the Hardy Jennings drain that feeds into 
our lake, we continue to advocate for improvements within the 
Hardy Jennings drain to substantially reduce fertilizer 
chemicals, E. coli and sediment pollution that impairs Lake 
Manitou water quality.  	 

	 I learned that this is only a small part of what it takes 
to keep Lake Manitou "Beautiful".  The Association also 
maintains a work boat and crew that remove seaweed from 
the shoreline, remove floating debris and maintain the lake 
level at the spillway.    The sampling of the water also helps 
determine when a chemical treatment of the lake is needed.  
  Each resident has a responsibility to ensure their shoreline 
and water is protected and healthy, so the lake can provide 
the benefits we all enjoy.  

	 Thanks  to Fred Farkas and all our neighbors that 
keep Lake Manitou healthy and beautiful.   Online resources to 
learn more about water quality at the State of Michigan 
Environmental website:  https://www.michigan.gov/egle  or 
the  Shiawassee Conserva t ion D is t r ic t :  ht tps : / /
shiawasseeccd.org/


Christine Hartges

Published/Edited by Fred Rose

AREA NEWSLETTER

by Fred Farkas

	 By all accounts the July 6th lake fireworks were another huge success thanks to ACE Pyro and 
our local area neighbor Jon Nash of Nash Nursery of Laingsburg. A special thanks is in order to all of our 
neighbors and friends who donated monetary funds. There were many large gatherings around the lake 
and water activities were at their height the entire weekend. The total funds collected as of August 9th is 
$3,555.00. Of our 106 property owners, 56 donations were received. The highest donation was $250. 
The total cost was $5,750.00, leaving the Association with a $2,195.00 deficit.  

	 At our Association annual meeting last August, several neighbors suggested that to meet our 
monetary goal next year, a committee might personally contact all residents to solicit funds and that 
local businesses be offered sponsorships for their monetary support. A continued deficit could very well 
end the program. If you would be interested in helping please contact a board member.

End of summer
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Lake ManitouFor Fun
Start your engines 

Get ready for the first annual…

Lake Manitou

Thunderbird Aqua 

That’s right. Next year we’ll be hosting the first ever 
jet ski race here on Lake Manitou. This past 
summer I saw quite a few more PWCs on the lake 
than the previous year so let’s have some fun 
with them! More details to follow but start 
preparing to battle it out next 
summer!
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Realestate
Homes/Lots for sale 

At the moment the Realestate around our lake 
community has been gobbled up. One property 
currently up for sale is the empty lot at 4861 
Mohican Trl. It is currently listed for $120,000.


The only other property available is 4909 Ojibwa 
Trail.  For sale by owner. 

New neighbors! 

The vacant lot at 4935 Ottawa Ct. changed 
hands around mid September. After spending 
many years of enjoying Lake Manitou our long 
time neighbors the French's, sold their property. 


Our new neighbors are Andy and Jennifer 
Pearson and  they have ambitious plans to build a 
new home on the property. As a teenager, Andy 
lived at Lake Manitou and has always hoped to 
move back to enjoy the peaceful, private lake life. 
Jennifer is from Chesaning. The family lived in 
Kansas City for 15 years and moved to Bath 
Michigan about a year ago to be closer to family. 
Andy is employed with Consumers Energy and 
Jennifer works for Emergent BioSolutions. Their 
son Aidan is a sophomore at Bath High School 
and their daughter Arika resides in Kansas 
Missouri. Welcome back to the area! 


Tony and Linda Wyzga recently purchased 4851 
Apache Path.   They have already begun a major 
renovation of the entire property. They are hoping 
to be moved in by June next year.

	 They come to us from Imlay City. They are 
letting go of both their farm in Imlay City as well as 
their cottage on a lake down in the Fenton area to 
downsize a bit and take care of one house instead 
of two. Good luck on all your building plans!


A slight change has been made to the Lake Manitou crest to replace the geese with the Great Blue Heron.

Two new lake buoys 
     …were donated by our neighbors 
Larry and Lori Edington. They have 
been placed between the east and 
west sides of the lake to remind 
boaters to stay to the right side. 
Thank you to Larry and Lori.
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