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Ecology
Heartland of America 
On Memorial Day morning I was headed toward 
Corunna and driving down Bennington road at 
about 9:00am several miles away from Corunna. I 
came upon Grandma and Grandpa (who appeared 
to be in there 70’s), each driving their own antique, 
shiny, and new looking Oliver tractors. The sky 
was blue and the dampness in the air made it feel 
chilly. No wonder, at about 25 mph and being fully 
exposed to the morning air, they were all bundled 
up with coat, hat and gloves. As I slowly passed 
by I couldn’t help admiring their machines that 
were so meticulously maintained. I had an intuition 
of something much larger taking place by their 
determination and the focus of travel.  


A few minutes later, as I drove through Corunna, 
people were lining the main street in anticipation of 
Memorial Day Parade. It then became clear to me 
that Grandma and Grandpa were headed to 
Corunna to participate in the parade. It’s a 
commemoration of the enormous and ultimate 
sacrifice that so many Americans paid and 
continue to make for our freedom. For us!  On that 
day, parades were happening in towns across 
America, and especially in small towns that are the 
heartland of America. How fortunate we are.


Nature’s Corner      
The information in this article is extracted from an 
article, The Insect Apocalypse Is Here, which was 
in the New York Times Magazine, (Dec. 2018) by 
author Brook Jarvis. After reading the article twice, 
it validates what I had been vaguely aware of, but 
had not fully comprehended until now. I’ll relate 
this to what Lake Manitou residents are observing 
in our lake water later.


Over the past few years I’ve had a notion that 
everywhere I travel by car, there seems to be much 
less insect diversity and abundance. This comes 
from more than 60 years of life of traveling by 
automobile. As a child I recall going for evening 
summer car rides with my parents, especially in 
rural and forested areas, and the windshield and 
front of the car would literally become encrusted 
with insect carcasses. It was necessary to 
regularly clean the windshield, sometimes before 
the end of the ride. Fast forward to the present 
and I now find that after an evening ride, there are 
vastly fewer bugs in both numbers and size, and

the windshield doesn’t need cleaning. Where have 
they all gone?


Researchers are confirming that in some areas of 
the world the flying insect population had 
decreased by 75 percent in just 27 years.  It’s a 
widespread species decline and described as a 
vast impoverishment of an entire insect universe. 
While insects are small (in size) and unassuming, 
they are enormous indicators of the global loss of 
the value of natural abundance that thrives on 
complexity and interaction. It’s an unraveling of an 
ecosystem’s fabric that plays an essential part of 
checks and balances in the web of life that most 
people don’t understand. 


In a previous Manitou newsletter I wrote about 
anthropogenic change, (changes or alterations 
that result from human action or presence) that are 
negatively affecting our lake water quality and the 
fact that I believe we were at a “tipping point”; 
where dramatic changes would be necessary to 
effectively improve our watershed water quality. 
Water quality degradation and declines in insect 
populations are continuing indicators that we’re 
destroying the life-support system of the planet. 


To-date agencies and individuals, who have been 
made aware of our lake water pollution and the 
sources, mildly acknowledge it but say, “it’s 
everywhere”, which somehow justifies it as an 
acceptable reason for a lack of corrective action.          


Published/Edited by Fred Rose

AREA NEWSLETTER

by Fred Farkas

 Arriving in the United States from Brazil last August as a high school exchange student, 16 year old 
Rafael Franco has fine tuned his English speaking skills and adapted to American culture. He learned 
how to play basketball, playing on the Owosso high school junior varsity team. He also played varsity 
soccer and ran track, which he is very familiar with.  He has managed good grades in his classes at 
Owosso high school, attended the prom event and has gained a much broader view of historical events 
that shaped the world and has met many people from other countries due in large part to our neighbors 
Johnette and George Osborne who have been his host family. Rafael has also discovered Reese’s 
Peanut Butter Cups which are now his favorite sweet treat. He is amazed at the enormous variety and 
quantities of prepared, prepackaged foods that are available to us and he feels he has gained at least 5 
kilos, (11 pounds) while here. 


At home in Brazil, which is located in South 
America on and south of the equator, 
Rafael lives with his parents and 8 year old 
sister in the city of Uberaba, in the state of 
Minas Gerais. The city population is 
325,000 as compared to Owosso (15,000).  
The official language is Portuguese. The 
region’s economy is mining and agriculture 
as well as numerous service industries to 
accommodate the city population. His 
home is a single family residence with the 
conveniences of television and internet.  
His father works in business and his 
mother is a stay-at-home mom who 
manages taking care of the family.  


In Brazil there are both public and private schools and Rafael attends a private school. At about the age 
of 12 he began studying English and by 14, with parental encouragement and support, he was 
considering a student exchange program. He was also inspired by a cousin who is currently an 
exchange student in Cincinnati Ohio. Upon returning home this June, Rafael will continue his senior year 
in high school and will graduate this December. He plans on attending college with a goal of gaining a 
career in some type of international work and possibly returning to America. 


Rafael is grateful to have become a valued member of the Osborne family and to have had the 
opportunity to travel with them to Washington DC and Florida, visiting museums and Brazil’s 
Consulates. He also visited his cousin in Cincinnati. 


Ambassadors that they are, Johnette and George are more like the wise grandparents that have guided 
a young grandson. In talking with them, their enthusiasm was evident that they too, gained an 
enlightening and gratifying educational and cultural experience. 


For information about hosting an exchange student, our neighbor Roy Thelen, [(989) 277-6627, 
rthelencci@gmail.com] is the local coordinator for Greenheart Exchange. 

For more information on Green Heart exchange: hostwithgreenheart.org


By Fred Farkas
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Lake ManitouFor Fun
Geese. Love them or hate them? 

Did you know that geese actually have 
some redeeming qualities? If you can get past their 
proclivity to defecate on our lawns, there are some 
pretty cool things to know about them. 

First off, they are referred to as a Canada 
Goose, not a Canadian Goose. However their 
scientific name is: Branta canadensis. They range 
in weight from 1.1 to 8 kg and they have a 
wingspan between 50 and 68 inches. There are 
actually 11 known species.

They will often eat for 12 hours or more a 
day to consume a sufficient amount of nutrients 
(That explains the ridiculous amount of poo). 

Adult Canada geese have about 13 
different calls, ranging from low clucks and 
murmurs communicated while feeding and loud 
greeting and alarm calls. Goslings even start to 
communicate with their parents while they're still in 
the egg. A gosling can make a call, or peep, if it's 
distressed or content.

Canada geese nest in the same region their 
parents did, often in the same nest every year.

The gander is a fierce defender of his mate 
and offspring, and will charge any suspected 
enemy, even one as large as an elk. Mated pairs 
can be together as long as 20 years.

Did you know…
The phrase, “What’s good for the goose is 

good for the gander” actually comes from a 
proverb from the 1670’s, “What's sauce for the 
goose is sauce for the gander”. Figuratively using 
goose/gander for women and men, and literally 
meaning that the same sauce applies equally well 
to cooked goose, regardless of sex. Early forms 
include “as deep drinketh the goose as the gander” 
(1562) and similar “As well for the coowe calfe as 
for the bull” (1549)
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Realestate
Homes/Lots for sale 

4852 Apache Path - $249,000 
	 The Hachenski home is on the market. It’s 
not currently listed with a realtor but can be 
viewed online.


New neighbors! 

4869 Apache Path was recently purchased by 
Eric and Stacy Schaufele. Stacy is originally from 
the Corunna area and Eric grew up adjacent to the 
Lake on Old Colony. They have a five year old son 
named Arthur. Stacy works locally in a private 
practice as a Mental Health Therapist and Eric is 
currently employed in Commerce Twp in a Sales/
Project Management role with an engineered 
workholding firm. They are excited to be back in 
the community and look forward to raising their 
son in such a special neighborhood.

New neighbors! 

Timing is everything 
This June we welcomed another new resident, 
Trish Phillips to our community as she purchased 
a home at 4860 Waugh Rd. Trish has been in the 
Owosso area 38 years and not long ago, began to 
consider downsizing. She fielded a telephone call 
at the local moving company that she works for, 
from our neighbor Bob Meiers, who was inquiring 
about moving costs. Their conversation became 
mutually beneficial as the Meier’s sold their home 
to Trish.

 

Bob and Laura Meiers have been long time Lake 
Manitou residents, both originally from Owosso. 
Laura retired from High School teaching 4 years 
ago and Bob retired from the insurance business 2 
years ago. They have owned an Upper Peninsula 
home and property near Rapid River since 1972. 
They decided it was time to make the move and 
enjoy their home view of Lake Michigan on a full 
time basis.  


Best wishes to Mrs. Phillips and to Laura and Bob 
Meiers. 


New on the lake is Christine Hartges with 
children Mitchell (17) & Charlotte (14), and dog 
Gordie, an 80# friendly GoldenDoodle.  Thanks to 
Manitou resident Audrey Thayers lead on a house 
for sale - Christine is the new owner of 4873 
Mohican Trail, once the west shore home 
of legendary Fisherman, Bill LaVigne.  She has 
already received a warm welcome from neighbors 
Keith & Jackie and Art & Alicia, plus everyone that 
has passed on a walk, in a golf cart or watercraft.


Christine retired as an Air Traffic Controller after 
working 30 years in Saginaw, Flint and Pontiac.  
 She is currently the Manager at Chesaning Airport 
and a Flight Instructor and looks forward to lake 
living not far from her hometown of Perry.

Smart tech recommendation 
	 Want to know what’s going on when you’re 
not at home? We use a Ring video doorbell. 
They’re easy to setup and use!


Detect motion when people

come to your property.


Receive notifications on your

phone, tablet or PC.


See, hear and speak to visitors

in real time from anywhere.


It also allows you to share with other neighbors 
who use Ring to keep everyone aware of what’s 
going on around us. Learn more at ring.com

	 Help us make a safer neighborhood!
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Across Down

1 Tim Allen campaign ________ Leaf

2 Lure Annoying bloodsucker 

3 Prop breaker Colored Carp

4 The last Pass out corn for the carp

5 Path down the middle The Mrs. goose

6 After battery runs out Aluminum float

7 In the hammock after lunch 4861 Mohican Trl

8 Easier to see with the lights off Ornery testudines

9 The edge

http://ring.com
http://ring.com

