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	 My wife and I are still a little new to the 
lake but we have found this to be the most 
wonderful place we’ve ever lived! We love our 
lake community and as we continue to discover 
new friends we love it more and more. With that 
love for our community comes a desire to be 
more involved and to engage others in social 
events and the care and upkeep of our 
community. Wether it’s joining the board or just 
designing a crest, I’m glad to have a part.

	 With that in mind, I have been working on 
a couple ideas for the lake. The lake association 
has had a few logos over the years (I’ve included 
a couple at the bottom of this page). They have 
varied from Princess Manitou, designed by a 15 
year old girl to our latest logo, designed by 
graphic design students at Baker College. And 
now I’d like to offer another. 


	 Let me share with you the idea and 
meaning behind the crest.

	 Crests have a way of being timeless. 
There will always be room for new designs and 
ideas in the future but my hope, for the time that 
we use this design, is that it would feel like it’s 
always been here. I also wanted it to pay homage 
to the things that represent what our lake is all 
about. Here’s a breakdown on each aspect of the 
crest:

	 1. Lake Manitou has some great fishing. 
It’s probably enjoyed more by friends of the lake 
than those of us who live here but my kids and I 
have caught our fair share of bass, pike, blue gill 
and even a few carp. 
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	 2. There are plenty of lakes out there that 
don’t look like much more than a blob from 
above. I like the fact that our lake has a very 
distinctive shape.

	 3. From the name of our lake to the 
names of most of our streets there is Native 
American influence all around us. I don’t know 
the history behind all the Indian names but I’m 
told it goes back to a story about a Princess 
Manitou. Maybe one day someone can fill me in.

	 4. There are a lot of water sports that 
Lake Manitou residents enjoy but historically, 
water skiing has been integral since the 
beginning.  

	 5. The Canada goose is a beautiful and 
majestic animal. Ok, I get it. Most of us probably 
despise the geese but never the less, they are a 
part of our lake.  


Hope you enjoy!

Fred Rose
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Ecology
Woodpeckers 
	 Some of our colorful year round residents 
are woodpeckers. The most commonly observed 
and relatively easy to identify are the Hairy, Downy, 
Red Bellied and Red Headed Woodpeckers. Less 
commonly observed, but definitely here is the 
Pileated Woodpecker which is the largest of them 
all. They’ve been seen visiting feeders this past 
month. They can all be 
identified by a red 
patch on their head 
and black and white 
bodies. The Yellow 
Bellied Sapsucker and 
Northern Flicker are 
seasonal and it is not 
likely that we will see 
t h e B l a c k b a c k e d 
Woodpecker, as i t 
makes its home in the 
d e n s e C e d a r a n d 
Hemlock forests of the 
Upper Peninsula.

	 Woodpeckers are easy to attract for 
viewing by placing a mixed seed suet cake in a 
tree. It won’t take long for them, along with other 
species such as Nuthatches, Finches and others 
to arrive. For the birds’ safety from felines, it’s best 
to place the suet at least 8 feet above ground.

	 Woodpeckers are very good at hollowing 
out a section of a tree and making a perfectly 
circular entrance for their nest. One of them even 
made a home in a wooden statue that I have in my 
yard. Soon the area will be filled with a multitude 
of bird songs and the drumming of woodpeckers 
on trees. 


ice Fishing 
	 Ice fishing this past winter was sporadic, 
as is most seasons here. Fish that were caught 
include, Blue Gill, Sun Fish, Crappie, Northern 
Pike, Bass and Yellow Perch. Yellow Perch were 
caught with more frequency than past years 
according to anglers, which indicates that 
managed lake weed beds could be providing 
improved habitat for spawning and cover which 
allows them to increase their population without 
stocking.

Lake ice 
	 This season, lake ice nearly completely 
covered the lake on December 15, 2018 but 
temperatures in the 50’s around Christmas melted 
most of it. The lake completely covered on 
January 20, 2019. The previous winter season it 
was completely covered December 15, 2017. 
When will all the ice melt away this spring? Last 
season it was on Feb. 26 and in 2017 it was Feb. 
22. In 2016 it was March 8. The latest that I 
observed ice coverage disappear is April 8.

	 Does the length of ice coverage reduce 
seasonal aquatic plant and algae growth? 
We’ve seen no evidence that there is less growth 
during the summer after a long frozen winter. In 
fact, even with ice coverage, dramatically reduced 
sunlight penetration and much colder water 
temperatures, filamentous algae is currently 
growing on submerged rock and some hearty 
aquatic plants are thriving. Algae and aquatic plant 
growth is primarily dependent upon nutrients 
circulating in the water and lake floor.  


timely quotes 
	 "The clock of life is wound but once, and no 
person has the power to tell just when the hands will 
stop, at late or early hour.  Now is the only time you 
own.   Live, love, toil with a will.   Place no faith in 
time.  For the clock may soon be still."  

Author unknown 

 “One swallow does not make a summer, but 
one skein of geese, cleaving the murk of March thaw, 
is the Spring.” 

Aldo Leopold 

The purpose of this newsletter is to inform, 
educate, enlighten and entertain. It is privately 
funded and is not an official publication of the Lake 
Manitou Association.  Articles and information can 
be submitted to Fred Rose at: 517 974-4866 

This newsletter is posted in color on the 
Lake Manitou Association website at www.lake-
manitou.org. Click on Association, then newsletter. 

Published/Edited by Fred Rose

AREA NEWSLETTER

Photo of a Hairy Woodpecker

by Fred Farkas
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For Fun
New boat stickers 

Boat stickers have been redesigned! Along 
with the other updates we wanted to give a fresh 
look to the boat stickers. The old stickers had a 
tendency to fade quickly. They were also a little on 
the large size, making it difficult to find a good 
place for them on some watercraft. The new 
stickers are 3” wide and 4” tall and designed not to 
fade as easily.

Please reach out to myself (Fred Rose) or 
Fred Farkas for a sticker. I am also glad to help put 
them on. I have a heat gun to help remove the old 
stickers too. I can either stop by your house or feel 
free to knock on my door when you're putting your 
boat in the water. I live directly next door to the 
boat launch in the blue ranch.

As a reminder, the stickers are so we 
can identify which boats are authorized to be 
on our lake. That means only watercraft that is 
owned by lake association members.

Fireworks 
The Lake Manitou Association fireworks are 

scheduled for Saturday July 6, 2019. They are 
funded by donations and this year’s budget will 
have to be adjusted upward to offset a rise in 
costs. The cost or budget is not yet determined. 
Please donate and help continue our extraordinary 
holiday weekend activity. Our website contains a 
link to make a donation, or contact Dan Cody or a 
board member.

Lake Manitou 
Association 
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Realestate
Homes/Lots for sale 

4947 Chippewa Ct - $224,000 
The Cohen’s 5 bedroom, 3 bath home is 

still up for sale for the moment. Almost 2500 sq ft, 
with a finished basement and a 2.5 car garage.


4873 Mohican Trl - $286,000 
	 The Lavigne home is on the market. It’s not 
currently listed with a realtor. 


(Lot 4) Mohican Trl - $43,300 
The Lubkins have listed one of their large 

open lots on Mohican Trail. 


Vacant lot, 4935 Ottawa Ct - $154,500

	 French’s lot for sale through Richard Harsh 
& Associates (941) 662-5014


Item for sale 
	 2007 Manitou, 20' pontoon boat with bunk 
trailer and cover. 50 hp Evinrude motor. Green & 
white color. In good condition. $12,000 OBO. 
Contact resident,  Russ Friess 517 449-4359

Sold! 
	 The Woodworths are movin’ downtown! 
Without so much as a sign in the yard, Jim and Jill 
Woodworth have sold their beautiful home on 
Apache Path. 

	 They are currently deep into a project to 
renovate the upstairs of their downtown building 
and turn it into three housing units. It looks like an 
amazing project!

	 I know they have a lot of friends here as 
well as Jim’s parents who just moved to the lake 
last year. I’m guessing we’ll still see them around 
the lake but if not, they should be easy to find 
hanging around Owosso’s historic downtown.


	 Best wishes on your new adventure! 

Lake manitou parade of homes 
	 We are organizing a Parade of Homes for 
the lake! The current plan is to have it toward the 
end of summer/early fall with proceeds going to 
help fund fireworks next year. A couple families 
have already offered to open up their homes but 
the goal is to have 4 - 5 homes at the lake to tour.

	 If you would be interested in including your 
home, would like to participate in the planning/ 
organization or you have questions, please reach 
out to Tiffany Rose ASAP. We’d like to include 
the final details in the June newsletter.

Social media 
	 Here’s some fun ways to connect with 
neighbors. If you’re on Facebook, there is a 
closed group for our lake. Search “Lake Manitou 
Owosso” on Facebook and request to join the 
group.

	 Recently one of our neighbors created a 
group in Nextdoor. It’s a private social network for 
neighborhood groups. Go to nextdoor.com to sign 
up or download the app.

	 These can be great ways to stay in touch 
as well as share information about things going on 
around us. I hope to see you there!


Lake manitou apparel is back 
Orders are already coming in for the new 

Lake Manitou shirts and sweatshirts. If you didn’t 
get in on the last round, I can tell you that the shirts 
are a hit! People ask me about the lake all the time 
when I wear them. 

The Spring ’19 collection is all about the 
new crest. There are three different styles. T-Shirts 
and Sweatshirts are available in grey and blue with 
the crest (distressed) silk screened in the center 
chest as shown in the image below.  There is also 
a navy blue, 1/4 zip fleece with an embroidered 
crest, in white, on the left-side chest. 

If you’d like to order, please call or email 
Fred (517)974-4866 or Tiffany (616)301-4487 
Rose by March 31st. frose@me.com

T-Shirts

$15
Sweatshirts

$20
Embroidered 1/4 Zip

$50

http://nextdoor.com
http://nextdoor.com

